ROOSEVELT
 3112
 EOOSEVELT
 
Ore,,, and in 1907 the Jamestown Tercenten-
nial was celebrated at Hampton Roads, Va.
In 1908 the nation mourned the passing of
Ex-President Cleveland.
As Roosevelt's second term drew to a close
there was a strong movement for his renomi-
nation, but he declined in favor of his Sec-
retary of War, William H.' Taft, who had
won a notable reputation as civil governor in
the Philippines. In the ensuing election the
Republican ticket won by an electoral vote
of 321 to 162. The Democratic candidate,
William J. Bryan, was thus defeated for the
third time.
A Great Ex-President.    The last decade
of Roosevelt's life was crowded with incident.
He retired from the Presidency in the prime
of physical and mental vigor, and to the day
of his death he lived in a world of action.
As soon as he was free from the claims of
office he departed on a hunting trip to Africa
with his son Kermit.    Several valuable tro-
phies of this expedition are now a part of
the zoological collection in the Smithsonian
Institution,  Washington.    On  his journey
home,   in   1910,   Roosevelt   visited   several
European countries, lecturing meantime, at
the universities of Berlin,  Christiania and
Oxford, and at the Sorbonne, Paris.   Every-
where he was welcomed as the greatest Amer-
ican citizen, much to the gratification of the
American people, who gave him an unprece-
dented welcome when he landed in America.
Back in Politics.    When  Roosevelt re-
turned home he found a marked cleavage in
the ranks of the Republicans.   His personal
choice for the Presidency,  Mr.  Taft, was
definitely aligned with the regulars, or con-
servatives, and his own followers, the pro-
gressives, or insurgents, were in revolt.   In
response to a great popular demand that he
resume leadership of the party, Roosevelt an-
nounced Ms candidacy for the Presidential
nomination early in 1912, and in the spring
primaries he carried state after state.   Never-
theless, in the national convention which met
at Chicago in the summer of 1912 the con-
servatives had control, and Taft secured the
nomination.  Amid scenes of great excitement
as the roll call ended, the Roosevelt delegates
marched out of the assembly hall and held a
protest meeting of their own in another audi-
torium.   This revolt was more than a party
split; it resulted in the organization of a new
Progressive party, with a platform calling
for social reform, the initiative and referen-
 dum, the recall of judicial decisions, woman
suffrage and other radical measures.
A Progressive convention was held later in
the summer, at which Roosevelt was nomi-
nated for President, and Hiram Johnson,
governor of California, was named for
Yice-President. In a campaign unmatched
for bitterness Roosevelt toured the country,
speaking with equal vigor against his Re-
publican opponent and his Democratic rival,
Woodrow Wilson. Late in the campaign, as
he was about to enter a carriage which was
to take him to an assembly hall in Milwaukee,
he was shot by a deranged man. Before
he would submit to medical attention, how-
ever, he proceeded to the hall and delivered
his address. This incident ended his active
part in the campaign, but in the election he
carried more states and secured more votes
than the Republican nominee. The Demo-
crats stayed in their own camp, and, profiting
by the divided Republican vote, carried forty
states.
The Progressive party was permanently or-
ganized, but it did not hold the rank and
file of Republicans, and in course of time the
organization disappeared. Roosevelt him-
self returned to the Republican fold in the
campaign of 1916, and actively supported
Charles E. Hughes. He believed that the
great revolt of 1912 had put new life into the
historic party and had saved it from becom-
ing hopelessly reactionary. Therefore, he
never regretted the step he took, though he
made lasting enemies thereby.
South. American Trip. An exploring expe-
dition to South America followed the dra-
matic events of 1912. In 1913 Roosevelt de-
livered addresses before several South Ameri-
can universities and learned societies, and be-
tween February and April, 1914, he led an
exploring party for 600 miles along an un-
known tributary of the Madeira River. Sub-
sequently the Brazilian government named
this stream the Reo Teodoro- in his honor.
While in the South American jungles he con-
tracted a fever which nearly caused his death,
and permanently undermined his health.
Roosevelt and the World War. Roosevelt
was strongly opposed to the pacifist tenden-
cies of President Wilson, and criticized him
both for Ms cautious attitude in regard to
Mexico and for his method of dealing with the
complications arising from the World War.
When the war began, in 1914, he believed,
with the majority of Americans, that the

